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advantages of private and public education de-
cided my father. After the Christmas holidays,
in January, 1749, I accompanied Mrs. Porten
to her new house in College Street; and was im-
mediately entered in the school, of which Dr.
John Nicoll was at that time head-master. At
first I was alone: but my aunt's resolution was
praised; her character was esteemed; her friends
were numerous and active: in the course of some
years she became the mother of forty or fifty
boys, for the most part of family and fortune;
and as her primitive habitation was too narrow,
she built and occupied a spacious mansion in
Dean's Yard. I shall always be ready to join
in the common opinion, that our public schools,
which  have produced so  many  eminent  char-
acters, are the best adapted to the genius and
constitution of the  English  people. A boy of
spirit may acquire a previous and practical ex-
perience of the world; and his playfellows may
be the future friends of his heart or his interest.
In a free intercourse with his equals, the habits
of truth, fortitude, and prudence will insensibly
be matured. Birth and riches are measured by the
standard of personal merit; and the mimic scene
of a rebellion has displayed in their true colours
the ministers and patriots of the rising genera-
tion. Our seminaries of learning do not exactly
correspond with the precept of a Spartan king,
"that the child should be instructed in the arts